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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
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OPENING HYMN  452 - Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
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INVOCATION 
 
Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Congregation               A            -         men. 
 
M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 
LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
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ABSOLUTION 
 
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
M   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M Let us pray.  Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one 
standing idle.  Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON  Amos 8:4-7 
The Lord does not condemn honest and wise business practices. Rather, he condemns 
dishonesty in business dealings, specifically as a sign of the self-serving, luxury loving 
attitude that rules the heart of the greedy at the expense of the needy. 
 

AMOS 8:4 Hear this, you who trample the needy  
       and do away with the poor of the land,  

 5 saying,  
       “When will the New Moon be over  
       that we may sell grain,  
       and the Sabbath be ended  
       that we may market wheat?”— 
       skimping the measure,  
       boosting the price  
       and cheating with dishonest scales,  

 6 buying the poor with silver  
       and the needy for a pair of sandals,  
       selling even the sweepings with the wheat.  

 7 The LORD has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget anything they 
have done. 
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PSALM Psalm 38 – Alas, My God, My Sins Are Great (TLH 371) 
 

 

 
 
SECOND LESSON  1 Timothy 2:1-8 
Focus shifts from payment received to payment made – Jesus bought sinners back. As a 
result, we pray, not for booming economies, but for peace to proclaim salvation. 

 
          1 TIMOTHY 2:1I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone— 2for kings and all those in authority, that we may 
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3This is good, and pleases God 
our Savior, 4who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5For 
there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who 
gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. 7And for 
this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not 
lying—and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.  

 8I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 
GOSPEL  Luke 16:1-13 
The Parable of the Shrewd Manager puts love for money or love for God in focus.  
 

LUKE 16:1Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused 
of wasting his possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about 
you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’  

 3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my 
job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4I know what I’ll do so that, 
when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’  

 5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do 
you owe my master?’  

 6 “ ‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.  
      “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.’  

 7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’  “ ‘A thousand bushels 
of wheat,’ he replied.  “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’  

 8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. 
For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the 
people of the light. 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that 
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  

 10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11So if you have 
not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 
12And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you 
property of your own?  13 “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and Money.” 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 421 - All Depends on Our Possessing 
 

 
 

SERMON 
 Hebrews 11:29-30 
 

Faith is Risky Business 
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PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 
 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 
 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
 
 
MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Let us pray for the Lord’s mercy upon all of us and upon all people as they have need. 
 
Brief silence 
 
For the Word of God to be preached in truth and purity; for those who hear, that they may 
be convicted of sin, brought to repentance and know the grace of forgiveness; and for 
those newly baptized and those to be baptized into Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 
have mercy. 
 
For the Church of Christ; for newly planted congregations; for the mission work of the 
Church; for the teaching ministry; for the catechumens; and for our Synod, district, 
circuit and those who lead us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For husbands and wives, that they may be faithful to each other; for the homes they have 
established, that they may be places of blessing and love; and for parents and children, 
that they may love and honor each other as the Lord wills and desires, let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For caregivers and medical professionals; for hospitals and nursing facilities; and for the 
sick, the infirm, the aged and the dying who receive their care, [especially __________,] 
that God may grant them patience and sustain them with His grace according to His will, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For an end to war and violence, for those who defend us against our enemies, for those 
who preserve order against the threat of terror, and for those who sit in judgment over 
evildoers, that justice and peace may prevail and we may all work together for the 
common good, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For a thankful heart, that we may not forget the Lord’s kindness nor presume His mercy; 
for a giving spirit, that we may be preserved from selfishness and jealousy; and for a new 
and contrite heart, that we may love God above all and love our neighbors as ourselves, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For courage under trial, for protection in time of temptation, and for boldness even when 
persecuted for the sake of the faith, that we may not be timid or fearful but strong in 
witness to Christ and unwavering in the face of challenge, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 
have mercy. 



[12] 

For those who mourn [especially ____________]; for renewed memories of the saints 
who went before us and now rest from their labors; and for our own faithfulness, that we 
may one day rejoice in the Lord’s presence and hear His commendation, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant,” let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Merciful Lord, grant that we may with grateful hearts receive all these things, according 
to Your merciful will, and respond with voices of praise and thanksgiving and lives of 
holiness and righteousness, displaying in outward form the faith that lives in our hearts. 
Give us faith that works in love, hope that does not disappoint, compassion that does not 
fail, and confidence in Your mercy that does not waver, that we may live in Your faith 
and fear all our days and at length fall asleep in the arms of Your mercy and in 
everlasting peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done  
   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us.   
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours   
 now and forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 485 - We Give Thee But Thine Own 
 

 
 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted 
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
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M The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN  758 – Blest Are They 
The congregation is invited to join the small group in singing. 
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After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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